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Sakari Hanhimaki (Finnish)

I was asked by Ami Okamoto to write short essay about my impressions
regarding ISC60 student conference held at august 2014 in Tokyo at Olympic
memorial youth center. I was in table 3 — which covered mass media and social

media 1ssues.

The main conference committee members were nice and helpful right
from the start. At times the regulations and schedule for conference seemed
quite strict. For example you couldn’t move around campus that much and it
took lot of effort and time to get permission to leave the campus. I didn’t mind
it later but some members felt it as overbearing to be so restricted by time
and location. Also getting usable internet connection was bit hard. Use of
internet was quite important for us since research and most of the table work
required use of internet connection. The Softbank Wi-Fi at the center didn’t
work at all. Committee members lent the Wi-Fi for us for short times.
Eventually committee member went all the way to rent me a portable Wi-Fi
router, I paid her in advance of course. I feel this was really heartfelt attempt
help us with the internet-problem. Basically problem with internet was with
the youth center infrastructure, not the ISC60's fault in any way. I just want
to mention this because conference work really required free use of internet
so it 1s something to pay attention to in future events.

As for tables, the table I worked in was organized really well. Every
session was quite fruitful and our chief always came up with next step in the
process. I heard some tables had quite hard time and they had to work more
during evenings too, but I cannot really comment much about that. The
assistant staff in our table was also really helpful in so many ways such as
documenting whiteboard writing and posting in Facebook for us to use later
etc.

Opening and ending ceremonies were also quite interesting and well
planned, there was nothing to criticize. Only thing causing problems was the

tight schedule, maybe day or even 2 would've given us more time to work,

75



especially the last evening before conclusion event was quite hectic and
everyone stayed up very late.

Generally speaking the whole conference was really pleasant and
interesting experience. Study tour was interesting and panel discussions
were really fascinating for me. Especially the committee staff was really nice
and heartfelt at all times, they were talkative and tried to help us, even if we
asked help with complicated things. The whole experience in the ISC60 was
something I remember and cherish years from now. I've already mentioned
about the conference to many student friends in my country and I hope at
least some of them apply following years as I did this year. I feel that
conference really did what it's purpose was — we made good ideas for the
future and many international friendships were forged during those
conference days. I feel that those friendships and discussion in the conference

will have effect on the future in many positive ways.
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Juan Octavian Daniel Sidauruk (Indonesian)

60th International Student Conference (ISC60) was held from August
20th, 2014 up to September 2rd, 2014. ISC60 comprised of two major series,
which were study tour and main conference. In the study tour, I along with
three other international delegates from Israel, Taiwan and Indonesia, were
in the group of Okayama study tour. The itinerary of the study tour program
was to visit several tourism objects and do a lot of activities in the prefecture
of Okayama, Hiroshima and Miyajima island.

On August 20th, in the morning, after arriving at Kansai International
Airport, all international delegates were directed to their own group of study
tour which had been determined and set by the committee. My group and I
were directed toward Okayama by using the bus. We left for Okayama in four
hours and thirty minutes. When we arrived at Okayama station, we were
immediately greeted cordially by the committee and host family. At evening,
we attended a welcoming party with local organizers which were the members
of ISA Okayama and several study tour participants in a Japanese traditional
bar.

On August 21st, the opening ceremony of a study tour was held in
University of Notre Dame Seishin which consisted of introduction of the
organizers, local participants, international delegates and alos Japanese
cultures, such as karuta, fukuwarai, origami and Hanaichimonme. In the
afternoon, delegates and local participants enjoyed the beauty of the
historical tourist area in Kurashiki Bikan. On August 2214, we headed to the
Hiroshima prefecture by using a bus. After arriving in Hiroshima, we headed
to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park which becomes an icon of this city as
a tribute to all of the victims who passed away on the atomic bomb tragedy.
At this memorial park, many Japanese and foreigners commemorate the
tragedy of Hiroshima bombing on August 6th, 1945 annually. After that, we
also headed to the historical museum of Hiroshima to learn further about the
details of atomic bom tragedy in the past. In the evening, we went to the hotel
to take a rest and interact with another participants and organizers/local

committee.
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On August 2314, we headed to the Miyajimaguti port. We took the ferry
to go to Miyajima Island and walked around to many historical sights in the
island. There, we played a mission games to take pictures and try several
Japanese traditional activities that had been predetermined by the study tour
organizer. After that, we also got a chance to try a variety of local culinary of
Miyajima and make our own Miyajima traditional rice scoop as a souvenir.
On the afternoon, we went back to Okayama and gathered with the host
family. On August 24th, we headed to the University of Notre Dame Seishin
to carry out activities and play some games in order to interact with all
participants and organizers. In the afternoon, we headed to Okayama Castle
and Kourakuen Fortress, which are the historical legacies of the kingdom of
Okayama. In the evening, we went to a pretty big restaurant to hold a closing
ceremony and the study tour farewell party as well. It was a very nice farewell
party but I found it as a very sad moment as well since I must be apart with
those loveable and amazing friends. After that, all the local participants and
organizers escorted me and three international delegates headed to Okayama
station. We headed up the Shinkansen train to Osaka to meet the entire
committee and another delegates on the main conference ISC60. In Osaka
station, we all boarded the bus to leave for Tokyo in approximately ten hours.

On August 25th, in the morning, we arrived at the accommodation,
which was National Olympics Memorial Youth Center in Yoyogi. In the
afternoon, there was an opening ceremony for ISC60 main conference which
was attended by a Japanese government institution’s representative in the
fields of economic and politics. At that time, we were also grouped according
to the discussion group / table respectively. I was in the 4tk table that focused
on discussing about the protection of human rights in the international scope.
At night, we carried out an entertaining welcoming party at one of the
entertainment venues in Shibuya, Tokyo. The next day, we carried out the
discussion in accordance with our own respective table. In the evening, we
underwent a cultural exchange event. It was the moment for all of ISC60
delegates from various countries in the world to present and perform their
traditional cultures. On August 27th, we also carried out some discussions
until afternoon. In the evening, we attended the Japanese cultural
presentation which was organized by the committee and local community. At
that moment, we learned the way to wear traditional Japanese clothes

(Kimono) and wrote Japanese calligraphy.
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On August 28th, we returned to the discussion from 9 o’clock in the
morning until late afternoon and continued with Cafe Talk at night. Cafe
Talk was an event held for all delegates to know each other and also to know
further about the committee personally deeper while tasting snacks from
different countries there. On August 29th, we got a one-day of break for
discussion, so we could take part in the Tokyo Study Tour. I was in the 1st
group of study tour. The committee arranged itinerary to visit several tourist
spots in some areas around Tokyo. First of all, we went to Tokyo Tower and
enjoyed the scenery of Tokyo from the top of Tokyo Tower. Next, we headed to
the iconic garden of Tokyo, which was Hamarikyu garden. It was a very
peaceful and beautiful garden. We could expererience the traditional way of
drinking green tea (matcha) and eating a Japanese traditional cake. After
that, we took a ferry to go the Asakusa district. We headed to the tourist sites
and Asakusa Temple to take pictures together and buy some souvenirs. In the
evening, all delegates and committees from various study tour group met
again at the Tokyo Sky Tree. There, we took a picture together and spent time
by doing some activities such as did the late-night shopping, had a dinner,
went to the karaoke and walked around. On August 30th, we continued to
have a deeper research and discussion about our table’s topic.

The discussion was started at 9 am and ended at 10 pm. We also
prepared a presentation that would be displayed on the final presentation
session on the next day. On August 31st, all delegates attended a rehearsal for
presentation until noon and in the afternoon we were presenting a final
presentation which was witnessed by many invited guests, such as academics
expertise, parents of participants and alumni of ISC. The next day, we
attended the closing ceremony and farewell party in a big entertainment
venue in the Shibuya. It was a very fantastic and remarkable moment but
also considered as a sad moment as well since it would be our last day on
ISC60. We danced, sang some songs, had a dinner, exchanged some souvenirs
and took a photo together at that precious moment. On September 1st, in the
morning, we gathered at the lobby of National Olympics Memorial Youth
Center. Then, the committee dismissed the program of ISC60. After that, I
along with another 12 friends continued to hang out and go to some locations
near Tokyo, such as Shinjuku, Shibuya, Yoyogi and Meguro. On September
2nd gt 10 am, I went to the Narita International Airport to return to Indonesia.

I am really grateful to be a part of ISC60 because it was a life-changing,
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memorable and extraordinary experience in my entire life.
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